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NSU is kicking off the 2014-
2015 academic year with events 
that bring students together and 
highlight what NSU has to offer, 
including the Office of Student 
Activities’ Week of Welcome.
 The festivities began 
on Aug. 21 with the Grand 
Orientation, where Orientation 
Leaders introduced freshman and 
transfer students to NSU. During 
orientation, the Farquhar College 
of Arts and Sciences held the 
annual Undergraduate Convocation 
Ceremony on Aug. 22, where 
bestselling author and musician 
NSU STARTS OFF THE YEAR
WITH CELEBRATION
James McBride spoke to students 
about identity, Farquhar’s academic 
theme for the academic year.
He also spoke about his book, 
“The Color of Water: The Color 
of Water: A Black Man’s Tribute 
to His White Mother,” which new 
students will read in the Farquhar 
College of Arts and Sciences’ 
First-Year Reading Program. 
The Office of Student 
Activities celebrated the new year 
by hosting the Black Light Party in 
the Don Taft University Center on 
Aug. 23, the officially beginning 
of the annual Week of Welcome. 
The week was designed to 
highlight various aspects of NSU 
student life, including Greek life, 
student organizations, community 
service, school spirit and student 
employment. 
Christina Rajkumar, assistant 
director for Special Events and 
Projects, said, “One of the main 
goals of our offi ce is to provide 
different ways for students to get 
involved, whether it be through 
a specifi c event or one of our 
student organizations. The Week of 
Welcome is a great way for people 
to meet others and to really fi nd 
their identity while they’re here.”
Rajkumar said that Student 
Activities worked with Campus 
Card Services and NSU’s 
Information Technology team to 
create a new icon on the iShark app 
that will allow students to track all 
of the events they attended during 
the Week of Welcome.
 Shannon Booker, assistant 
director of Student Activities, 
said that students  who get their 
SharkCards scanned at the Black 
Light Party, Welcome Home BBQ, 
RecFest, Flight Deck Social, 
Student Employment Fair, Spirit 
Day, Fraternity and Sorority 
Life Welcome Back BBQ and 
Sharkapalooza will automatically 
be entered into a drawing at 
Sharkapalooza to win two free 
roundtrip domestic airline tickets. 
The winner will be announced 
during Sharkapalooza.
Rajkumar recommended that 
students get involved in the events 
to meet new people and learn 
about the different opportunities 
NSU provides.
“Each of these different 
[activities] will add a unique piece 
to the entire week, so it will be 
exciting to see what each of the 
different [NSU offices] will be 
doing,” she said.
By: Li Cohen
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WOW EVENTS
News
Though not part of the Week 
of Welcome, the Student Events 
and Activities (SEA) Board will 
host Water Works on Sept. 4 from 
8 p.m. to midnight on the Alvin 
Sherman Library Quad. Water 
Works will feature music by DJ 
Zog from Miami’s Power 96 radio 
station and students will receive a 
free T-shirt for attending.
Sasha Pimentel, SEA Board’s 
vice president of traditions, said 
that this year’s event will be a 
foam party and won’t include 
paint as it did in previous years. 
The paint damaged the grass last 
year, so instead they will use 
environmentally-safe foam.
“We’re trying to make the 
quad a place where students can 
really socialize,” Pimentel said. 
“In order to preserve it, I didn’t 
want the event to be too damaging 
to the quad.”
This will also be the first 
year that Water Works is not 
immediately after Sharkapalooza 
so that students can have a break 
in between events and won’t be 
too exhausted to attend. 
“We’re still growing as an 
event and still trying to figure 
out what works and what doesn’t 
work,” she said. “We’re definitely 
open to suggestions.”
For questions, contact Booker 
at sbooker@nova.edu.
PanHellenic Recruitment Mixer 
Aug. 26 | 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. 
Commons Residence Hall
Students interested in Greek Life are invited to meet 
with members of NSU’s fraternities and sororities to 
learn more about the organizations. 
Flight Deck Social 
Aug. 26 | 9 p.m. 
NSU Flight Deck Pub 
Students can check out the new Flight Deck Pub, spend 
time with old friends and meet new people. 
Student Employment Fair 
Aug. 27 | 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Don Taft University Center Spine 
Students can meet representatives from NSU offi ces 
that have student employment positions available. 
Movie Night
Aug. 27 | 9 p.m.
Room 123 in the Commons Residence Hall
The Offi ce of Student Media and the Offi ce of 
Residential Life and Housing will host a movie night 
with complementary refreshments for all students. 
NSU is Where it’s A.A.A.T.T Spirit Day
Aug. 28 | 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Shark Circle
Students are encouraged to wear their Shark gear 
and enjoy live music, free food, free T-shirts 
and much more. The Athletics Department, 
Undergraduate Academic Advising Center and 
Tutoring and Testing Center will give students 
information about their services.
Fraternity and Sorority Life Welcome Back BBQ
Aug. 28 | 4 to 6 p.m.
Alvin Sherman Library Quad
Members of NSU’s Greek organizations will be 
available to introduce students to Greek Life on campus 
while enjoying free food. 
Unifi ed Greek Council Meet and Greet
Aug. 28 | 8 to 10 p.m.
NSU Shark Fountain 
Members of the Unifi ed Greek Council will meet 
with students to talk about the multicultural Greek 
organizations and to show off their strolling skills
Sharkapalooza 
Aug. 29 | 6 to 9 p.m.
NSU Arena at the Don Taft University Center
Students will get to meet with representatives from NSU 
clubs and organizations on campus to fi nd out what 
they are interested in getting involved with. The event 
includes music, performances free food and giveaways.
Shark Service Day
Aug. 30 | 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
NSU Shark Fountain 
The Shark Service Day will be the fi rst service day 
of the academic year. Students will go into the local 
community to volunteer for a service project. Register 
at orgsync.com/45785/forms/74637. 
Labor Day Pool Party
Sept. 1 | 4 to 8 p.m. 
RecPlex Leisure Pool
This America-themed pool party will feature music, 
free food and lots of fun for students.
WOW WEEK from 1
FLIGHT DECK PUB 
MENU CHANGES
By: Keren Moros
This fall, the Flight Deck Pub 
introduced changes to their menu 
based on sales and feedback.
The revised menu also 
includes new healthier options 
such as the turkey club sandwich 
and chef salad. Icons were also 
placed next to items to note that 
they are vegetarian such as the 
veggie burger and classic French 
fries. The specials menu, which 
included fish and chips and 
chicken and waffles, was removed.
Assistant Director of 
Operations in the Offi ce of Campus 
Recreation Ashley McCafferty said 
the items that customers enjoyed 
were kept. Feedback from the 
Undergraduate Student Government 
Association and Campus 
Recreation’s student employees was 
also taken into account. 
Within the next few months, 
limited time offers and lunch and 
dinner specials will be offered. 
McCafferty said specials will also be 
determined by customer feedback. 
“Our hope is that the lunch and 
dinner options will give a unique 
addition to the menu,” McCafferty 
said. “It will constantly change so it 
will give students variety as well.”
Though prices have increased 
slightly, portion sizes have also 
gotten bigger. McCafferty said this 
was done to give students a great 
value and a product comparable 
to off-campus dining options. The 
burgers are now eight ounces, 
which is about 30 percent bigger 
than the previous portion size.
“Since they’re getting the 
bigger portion, the price was now 
adjusted to that,” McCafferty said. 
“However, the beverage prices are 
the same.”
In addition, the Flight Deck 
will begin to host special programs 
for the NSU community, including 
karaoke nights, holiday events, 
a costume party for Halloween. 
Clubs and organizations can also 
reserve the pub for public and 
private events.
“We really want to make 
it a student-centered place,” 
McCafferty said. “We really want 
it to be an area for the student. We 
want them to feel that they have a 
lot of ownership over it.”
To send feedback or reserve 
the Flight Deck Pub for an event, 
email flightdeck@nova.edu.
NOTE FROM THE 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
By: Keren Moros
Though spring is usually considered the season of 
beginnings, many important cycles become new again in the fall, 
including the school year.
For the staff at The Current, fall is also the exciting time of 
year we print our first issue after the quiet summer. This year, 
we come back with new features and ways to interact with you, 
our readers.
We have a new app with links to our social media and 
immediate access to our latest stories. This app also gives you 
access to coupons and deals from local businesses, so you can 
get your fix for campus news and save money at the same time.
Our website will also be much more than an online version 
of the print paper. We’ll have exclusive online articles, photo 
stories and blogs. We look forward to introducing these, 
including our new section Sharkbait with fun lists and stories 
from our staff. Think of it as BuzzFeed written just for you with 
fun lists and stories from our staff.
And as always, you can also join the fun on our Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram pages. Follow us for exclusive and up-to-
the-minute campus news and happenings.
Finally, I extend an invitation to Sharks everywhere to 
connect with us. Join the fun on our social media pages. Write 
a letter to the editor. Stop by our office on the third floor of the 
Student Affairs Building to have a chat and let us know what’s 
going on around campus.
At the office, we’ve talked a lot about how excited we are 
for the new year, and we hope you’ll join us.
Students can become part 
of a focus group to offer their 
opinions on the Flight Deck 
Pub and also gather feedback 
about from others in the NSU 
community. To fi nd out more, 
email fl ightdeck@nova.edu
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News 
Briefs
Welcome back, make a craft
NSU’s Hillel will host 
a craft night for all students 
in the Don Taft University 
Center on Aug. 27. For more 
information, contact Hillel 
President Meredith Wogalter at 
mw1378@nova.edu.
Send in your nominations
NSU is accepting 
nominations for Excellence 
in Community Engagement 
Awards until Sept. 15. 
Applications should be emailed 
to Barbara Packer-Muti at 
packer@nova.edu. Winners 
will be announced Dec. 15. For 
more information, visit nova.
edu/community/outreach.html.
Changes to WebSTAR
Instead of using their N 
numbers and PIN numbers 
to access WebSTAR, NSU 
students will now use their 
Sharklink ID and password. 
The Office of Innovation 
and Information Technology 
decided to do this because 
they are trying to simplify 
access to NSU resources with a 
single username and password. 
These resources include, but 
are not limited to, Sharklink, 
WebSTAR and Blackboard 
Holla for some Challah
NSU’s Hillel will host a 
Challah baking event on Aug. 
28. For more information, 
contact Hillel President 
Meredith Wogalter at 
mw1378@nova.edu.
College fire documentary 
viewing
The Office of Residential 
Life and Housing and the 
Division of Fire and Life 
Safety will host a viewing of 
“After the Fire,” a documentary 
about an arson fire that killed 
three students at Seton Hall 
University in 2000. Attendees 
will also hear the stories of 
two survivors from the fire. For 
more information, contact NSU 
Fire and Life Safety Manager 
Edgar Ruiz at 954-262-8944 or 
redgar@nova.edu.
MEET EMPLOYERS AT THE 
STUDENT EMPLOYMENT JOB FAIR
By: Keren Moros
The Office of Career 
Development and the Office of 
Student Employment will host 
its annual Student Employment 
Job Fair on Aug. 27 from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Don Taft 
University Center Atrium.
Stacey Levy, coordinator 
of job location and development 
and special events in the Office 
of Student Employment, said the 
goal of the fair is for students to 
be able to meet more than 25 on-
campus employers who are hiring 
student employees.
“With the technology age, 
sometimes students lose that 
personal one-on-one interaction 
… so this gives them a chance to 
actually meet with supervisors and 
learn a little more about the jobs, 
compared to looking it up online,” 
Levy said.
Around 500 students a year 
attend the fair, which is in its fourth 
year. This year, NSU employers 
will include the H. Wayne 
Huizenga School of Business and 
Entrepreneurship, the Office of 
Advancement and Community 
Relations, the Office of Campus 
Recreation and NSU’s Fort 
Lauderdale Museum and Art.
“A lot of our supervisors 
participate every year,” Levy said. 
“They love being able to meet the 
students and interacting with them 
and getting a list of people who 
might be interested [in positions].”
Student Employment will have 
a table set up at the fair to assist 
students, including letting them 
know if they are eligible for federal 
work study, helping them to sign 
up for the Student Employment 
Workshop, and introducing them 
to JobX, Student Employment’s 
online application program. 
Students will also be provided with 
a map of the tables to help them 
navigate around the fair.
Cindy Jo White, visitor 
services manager and volunteer 
and intern coordinator for NSU’s 
Fort Lauderdale Museum of Art 
said the fair has a lively atmosphere 
and is rewarding and vital for the 
museum as the supervisors get to 
get to know students and talk to 
them about the museum.
“It’s a great tool for us,” White 
said. “It’s a great way for us to be 
exposed to so many students all 
at once who are actively looking 
for work within the federal work-
study system.”
White suggested students 
know their class schedule and the 
number of hours they can work. 
If they are interested in working 
at the museum, they should also 
know if they are eligible for work 
study as the museum only hires 
students with federal work study.
“I say look for a job that 
you’re going to enjoy being 
placed in,” White said. “I think 
that if you’re going to spend your 
time working on campus or being 
a part of NSU, it should be doing 
something that you enjoy.”
Levy said that students should 
be prepared to talk about themselves 
and their job experience.
Though there is no formal 
dress code for the fair, Megan 
Burns, assistant director of Career 
Development, said she suggests 
students who plan to attend wear 
business casual attire. Students 
aren’t required to bring a resume, 
but they should be prepared to talk 
about themselves.
“These events are always a 
great opportunity for networking, 
seeing what’s out there. It 
helps you practice being able to 
market yourself,” Burns said. 
“I recommend that students 
definitely be prepared to answer 
questions employers might have 
regarding their likes or dislikes or 
strengths and weaknesses.”
Burns said students should 
also keep in mind that the fair is 
for quick conversations, not formal 
interviews. It’s also an opportunity 
to see what’s available.
“Don’t be afraid to engage 
with a handful of employers,” 
Burns said. “You never know 
what’s going to be out there.”
The event is also part of 
the Week of Welcome, a week 
of events that welcome students 
back at the beginning of the 
semester. Burns said that the 
office collaborates with the Office 
of Student Activities to make the 
event part of the week. When 
students check into the fair and 
other Week of Welcome events, 
they will be entered into a drawing 
to win free roundtrip domestic 
airline tickets at Sharkapalooza.
For more information, contact 
studentemployment@nova.edu.
Students save with NSU’s 
new insurance coverage
By: Li Cohen
NSU’s student health 
insurance plan has been switched 
from being covered by Florida 
Blue Cross Blue Shield to National 
World Wide Aetna Student Health 
for the 2014-2015 academic year. 
As of Aug. 1, students who 
were previously insured with Blue 
Cross through NSU student health 
insurance were automatically 
switched to the new insurance 
coverage plan. NSU considered 
waiting until December to make 
the switch so they would have 
more time to inform students and 
finish all of the paperwork, but 
because of the health care reform, 
Aetna couldn’t promise NSU the 
same policy at the same price if 
the school waited until a later date.
Chief Executive Officer of 
NSU Health Care Centers Robert 
Oller said, “We initiated 12 or 
15 years ago that any services 
provided here by the university 
through our health care services, 
was covered 100 percent. That’s 
because we think we do a better 
job at taking care of our students.”
Aetna’s insurance coverage 
will reduce insurance premiums 
and will include the same benefits 
as Blue Cross Blue Shield, as well 
as some others. Students will not 
be required to pay deductibles or 
copayments and those who were 
already enrolled in the Blue Cross 
Blue Shield insurance plan prior to 
Aug. 1 will receive a $65 refund 
from the Bursar’s office. 
One of the additional benefits 
includes full coverage for needle 
stick injuries. Because students 
who are studying in a health 
professions program are at risk for 
getting stuck by a needle, they are 
required to get tests to make sure 
they have not been infected with 
a virus if such an incident occurs. 
Oller said that tests cost about 
$1,000 for three days of testing 
and medications and, “It’s very 
upsetting when we see that happen 
to a student.”
All NSU Health Professions 
Division students, Farquhar 
College of Arts and Sciences 
day students, undergraduate and 
graduate students who live on 
campus and international students 
are required to have health 
insurance. These students will 
automatically be enrolled in the 
NSU Student Medical Insurance 
Plan and will have their student 
accounts charged.
N o n - r e s i d e n t i a l 
undergraduate, graduate, part-
time and evening students who 
are taking at least three credit 
hours, and students enrolled in a 
Ph.D. program, are also eligible to 
purchase the insurance plan on a 
voluntary basis. 
Students may choose to 
have their eligible dependents 
covered by the insurance plan. The 
dependents must be a spouse or 
domestic partner residing with the 
covered student or a child under 
26 years of age. The dependents’ 
coverage period will coincide with 
the student’s. 
Oller said that NSU’s 
insurance plan is cheaper than an 
outside program.
“[Students] can go to the 
Obamacare exchange, but it might 
not be as robust a policy as what 
we have,” he said. “For instance 
… we try to make sure our students 
are covered for any events that 
may occur, that might not be [part 
of] the normal coverage program.”  
Students who want to decline NSU 
insurance, must sign the waiver for the 
plan and prove that they have adequate 
insurance with another provider. If 
students fail to sign the waiver, their 
accounts will automatically be billed 
for the coverage. 
“[Students] need to make sure 
they have adequate coverage for 
anything that may occur, because 
we can’t [look] into a crystal ball 
and see what will happen. Even 
though $1,800 [the undergraduate 
residential premium rate] sounds 
like a lot of money, it’s not a lot 
of money when you have health 
issues,” Oller said. 
NSU is a self-insured 
university that is a part of the 
Independent Colleges and 
Universities Benefits Association, 
which allows members to 
reduce the costs of insurance, 
administrative fees, broker 
commissions and consulting fees 
by paying money into a shared 
pool of costs instead of paying 
money into a premium.
NSU was originally insured 
with Aetna for about eight years 
before they were approached by 
Florida Blue. At the time, Blue 
Cross Blue Shield was starting their 
student health insurance program. 
“We were the very first 
university that Blue Cross Blue 
Shield contracted with to provide 
student insurance programs,” 
Oller said. 
Oller said that Blue Cross 
learned a lot from their contract 
with NSU and that they maintained 
a good relationship throughout the 
course of the contract. 
However, for unknown 
reasons, Blue Cross decided to no 
longer provide health insurance 
to students after the winter 2014 
semester. Because NSU had a 
good relationship with Aetna in 
the past, Aetna offered the school 
the same benefits that Blue Cross 
provided, along with additional 
ones, and at a lower rate.
“What we have is a fully-
insured program through Aetna 
insurance company because of the 
fact that Blue Cross Blue Shield 
chose to get out of that particular 
line of business,” Oller said. 
“Students are basically healthy 
people. The business of insurance 
is protecting you against a loss and 
the less chance you have of getting 
a disease, the more profitable it’ll 
be for the insurance company.”
For more information on 
the student health insurance plan 
or to waive from the program, 
visit novastudentinsurance.com. 
For questions, contact Mark 
Reid, student health insurance 
administrator, at studenthealth@
nova.edu or at 954-262-4060.
August 26, 2014 | nsucurrent.nova.edu4 News
SHARK DINING 
LAUNCHES
NEW CAMPAIGN
By: Jessica Gonzalez
This fall, NSU’s Shark Dining 
is starting a new campaign to help 
students choose food items that best 
fi t their dietary needs.
Amy Ticknor and Stefanie 
Furniss, retail operation directors at 
Chartwells, the food service company 
that manages Shark Dining, said that 
in an effort to adapt to all students’ 
needs, they have established “Know 
Your Icons,” which is a labeling 
system that categorizes food items 
based on their characteristics. 
These categories include balanced, 
sustainable, vegetarian, vegan and 
made without gluten ingredients.
Balanced items, which is the 
red icon, signifi es the food is limited 
in calories, cholesterol, sodium, and 
fats and may improve energy and 
health. The sustainable icon in light 
green signifi es the food is purchased 
or produced in a sustainable manner, 
meaning it may be an organic, 
locally produced, cage-free or 
reduced hormone food. The dark 
green icon indicates that the food 
does not contain animal products 
except dairy or eggs. The vegan icon 
is light blue and represents a food 
that does not contain any trace of an 
animal derived product. The yellow 
icon stands for a food that is made 
without gluten or gluten-containing 
ingredients.
“So if it’s a vegetarian item, 
the label is going to be there,” said 
Ticknor.
The “Know Your Icons” 
system will be implemented through 
the Chartwells service and in 
locations in the Don Taft University 
Center Food Court. However, the 
managers said students should still 
be cautious.
Furniss said, “We cannot 
guarantee that foods made in the UC 
Food Bar are 100 percent  gluten-
free because foods are made in 
several kitchens and we have no way 
of monitoring if the food is made 
without being cross-contaminated.”
This also applies to the 
monitoring of labels. Ticknor said 
that while Shark Dining tries to label 
all items and use appropriate logos 
on food items, these are meant as a 
general guide. They cannot guarantee 
that signs do not get moved around 
throughout a meal service.
“All signs that make absolute 
statements such as ‘gluten free’ or 
‘contains nuts’ cannot be used in the 
Shark Dining facility due to the fact 
that we do prepare other items in 
our common kitchen that do contain 
those ingredients,” said Ticknor.
That is why both Ticknor 
and Furniss have recommended 
that Outtakes is the best method of 
obtaining foods for students with 
extreme sensitivities because the 
items are packaged and guaranteed to 
be either gluten-free or without nuts. 
The packages in Chartwells contain 
the “Know Your Icon” label to easily 
detect what foods are safe for the 
student to eat, rather than taking a 
chance on the Shark Dining services 
that cannot provide a guarantee.
They urge the students to 
ask the chef or manager about 
ingredients so they can provide the 
information students need to make 
an informed decision.
“The person who knows their 
allergy the best is the one with the 
allergy. And it is the responsibility of 
the student to seek the resources they 
need based on the severity of their 
allergy,” said Furniss. 
The Shark Dining management 
team handles all allergies and celiac 
cases on an individual basis and 
encourages guests to come and 
speak with them so that they may 
create individualized plans based 
on specifi c needs. Dining managers 
and the executive chef will sit down 
with students who reach out to 
discuss their allergy, review menu 
items and ingredients, any specialty 
items the student may need, answer 
cross-contamination questions, and 
develop a plan to fi t the student’s 
dining needs.
Furniss and Ticknor said that 
based on the student’s schedule, 
Sharking Dining will put students 
in touch with the correct managers. 
NSU’s three chefs can custom cook 
a meal specifi cally for students using 
special pans and utensils.
Shark Dining has a number for 
students to text regarding ingredient 
questions. While in line, students 
may text Shark Dining at 954-541-
4885. The managers will be alerted 
and a chef will come out and speak 
with the student to create a plan to 
work around that allergy.
For more information about 
the new labeling system, visit 
dineoncampus.com/nova or contact 
Shark Dining at 954-262-5394.
COURTESY OF ShaRK DiningShark Dining introduced icons to help students make informed dietary choices.
By: Li Cohen
WHILE YOU WERE AWAY...
While some of our sharks 
got to swim away from school, 
some Sharks were spending their 
time making headlines in the local 
community. Take a look at what they 
did over the summer.
NSU’s Oceanographic Center 
started a campaign for coral reefs
Students at NSU’s Oceanographic 
Center hosted an online crowdsourcing 
campaign from June 8 to July 22 
with a goal to raise at least $10,000 
for NSU’s Coral Nursery Initiative. 
They only raised around $3,500, but 
the money will help support graduate 
student education and research at 
the Oceanographic Center and will 
benefi t the Nursery Initiative through 
the creation of at least two coral reef 
structures, which will grow around 
200 corals.
NSU researchers created a new web 
application
A group of NSU researchers 
from the Farquhar College of Arts 
and Sciences, including sophomore 
biology major Chau Phung, developed 
a new app that allows people to create 
their own galaxy classifi cations. 
Phung, along with Assistant Professor 
Stefan Kautsch presented a poster 
about the new application at the 224th 
Meeting of the American Astronomical 
Society in Boston, Massachusetts 
at the beginning of June. Phung 
and Kautsch, along with Associate 
Professors Michael Van Hilst and 
Victor Castro, plan on releasing the 
app in the Google Play store. 
A professor became a television star
Charles Messing, a professor at 
NSU’s Oceanographic Center, starred 
on the Emmy Award-winning PBS 
series “Changing Seas” on June 18. 
The episode, “Living Fossils,” showed 
Messing and other experts descend in a 
submersible into the deep waters off of 
the coast of Roatan, Honduras, where 
they studied crinoids that have existed 
since before the age of dinosaurs. 
NSU’s College of Optometry received 
more than half a million dollars
The National Eye Institute 
awarded investigators at NSU’s 
College of Optometry $556,532 
to begin the Convergence 
Insuffi ciency Treatment Trial—
Attention and Reading Trial. The 
trial uses optometry, ophthalmology, 
psychiatry and education to 
study the effects of convergence 
insuffi ciency, a common vision 
disorder in which the eyes turn 
slightly outward, on a child’s 
attention and reading performance. 
A coach competed in a 
weightlifting competition
NSU’s Assistant Strength and 
Conditioning Coach Cameron Clark 
won second place at South Florida’s 
premier style weightlifting competition, 
the MIA Classic. The Classic is the 
biggest USA Weightlifting competition 
south of Orlando. 
NSU kept making the news in 
other ways
Meline Kevorkian, bullying 
prevention and school safety expert, 
was featured in a story on WTVJ NBC-
6 Miami about bullying prevention 
and awareness on May 20.
Dr. Jo of Fox 13 in Tampa 
interviewed Cardiovascular 
Sonography Program Director 
Sam Yoders on June 23 about the 
technology the program uses to 
identify heart defects.
Experts at NSU’s Oceanographic 
Center were featured in multiple media 
reports regarding a shark attack in the 
Intracoastal Waterway, shark tagging 
and different organizations and camps.
The College of Osteopathic 
Medicine’s Project HOPE 
(Homelessness in Osteopathic Pre-
doctoral Education) was featured 
on WPLG Local 10’s HealthCast 
on June 4. The project is a medical 
education model that addresses the 
lack of training available to health care 
providers for the care of the homeless.
The College of Osteopathic 
Medicine’s Lifelong Learning Institute 
off-campus program offers lectures at 
retirement communities throughout 
South Florida regarding history, music, 
literature, social science and art. The 
program was featured in the Sun 
Sentinel on June 22. 
By: Keren Moros
Hillel of Broward and Palm 
Beach, a Jewish student organization, 
will now have an offi ce in Room 109 
of The Commons Residence Hall 
starting this fall.
Sophomore biology major 
Meredith Wogalter, an intern at Hillel 
of Broward and Palm Beach and 
soon-to-be president of NSU’s Hillel 
student organization, said the center, 
called the Jewish Student Life Center, 
will be a space for students to meet 
and hang out.
“[Hillel at NSU] is really looking 
to enhance the knowledge of Jewish 
life on campus and to have a place 
where people feel comfortable to feel 
proud of their religion or to learn about 
their religion if they don’t know much 
about it, and really to show people that 
Jewish people stand strong together 
and we’re all kind of a family,” 
Wogalter said.
Samantha Liebhaber, engagement 
associate at Hillel of Broward and 
Palm Beach, said that with the new 
Hillel center, the organization can 
now host programs, Shabbat dinners, 
lunches and more in its own space. The 
space is not only for students who are 
a member of the organization but also 
for all Jewish students.
Liebhaber said she’s excited 
for the new center, and she believes 
it’s going to create a vibrant Jewish 
community on campus. 
“It’s really exciting because most 
college campuses in the United States 
and Canada have a Hillel base on their 
campus or near campus for the local 
Jewish students to have a place to go,” 
Liebhaber said. “We provide a Jewish 
home away from home for students 
while they’re at college.”
Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of Hillel of Broward and 
Palm Beach Ilene Wohlgemuth said 
that the Hillel Center will be helpful in 
building engagement and involvement 
among NSU students. Hillel used to 
have to reserve other spaces on campus 
for programs and events or meet at 
different locations on campus.
“Having a space gives us the 
opportunity to be in a place [the 
students] know they can always go, 
gives us a place where we can plan 
activities, keep supplies, have students 
hang out and know that they have their 
own place where they can go and meet 
other people,” Wohlgemuth said. 
Wohlgemuth said the center will 
also include offi ces for Hillel staff who 
will be there on a regular basis. These 
include Liebhaber, Hillel’s director 
of development for Broward County, 
campus rabbi and Israel fellow.
Hillel’s goal is to make sure that 
students have a Jewish experience 
while they’re at college. The 
organization provides students with 
opportunities such as internships, 
jobs and volunteer opportunities. 
It also sponsors trips and birthright 
trips to Israel, which Liebhaber said 
NSU students have participated in in 
past years.
“Before, we had to plan 
programs for students in order for 
students to see each other and have 
Jewish experiences,” Liebhaber 
said. “But now, they’ll be able to sit 
down, chat with each other, do their 
homework, maybe have lunch and 
just hang out, and I think that’s really 
important to building relationships 
and building a community.”
Wogalter said that as of right now, 
Hillel plans to host Shabbat dinners on 
Friday but other programs have not 
been set as they want programs to be 
molded to what the students want. 
Hillel’s upcoming programs are also 
welcome to non-Jewish students.
“We’re open to anyone, any group 
of people or religious background … 
we just want to hear your story, we 
want to learn about you and we want 
to get to know you,” Wogalter said.
For more information about 
Hillel, visit hillelcenter.org or email 
Liebhaber at sam@hillelcenter.org.
HILLEL MOVES 
IN AT NSU
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By: Keren Moros
On Aug. 22, new NSU students 
and their families gathered at the Arena 
at the Don Taft University Center to 
attend the Undergraduate Convocation 
Ceremony, hosted by the Farquhar 
College of Arts and Sciences.
The annual event marks the start 
of the academic year and features a 
keynote speaker whose book is read 
by students in the college’s First-Year 
Reading Program. This year’s speaker 
was James McBride, award-winning 
author and musician and writer of 
“The Color of Water: A Black Man’s 
Tribute to His White Mother,” this 
year’s reading program selection. The 
convocation speaker is also the fi rst 
speaker in the college’s Distinguished 
Speakers Series, which welcomes 
prominent leaders to campus.
To start the ceremony, Don 
Rosenblum, dean of the Farquhar 
College, welcomed students, their 
family members and faculty.
“The hallmark of a great 
university is having outstanding 
students and fantastic faculty working 
CONVOCATION USHERS IN NEW 
SCHOOL YEAR
together, and that starts today,” 
Rosenblum said.
Rosenblum introduced the events’ 
speakers: President George Hanbury, 
Associate Professor Jason Gershman, 
senior biology major Jessica Millar and 
Professor Michael Reiter.
Hanbury challenged students 
to live with integrity and encouraged 
students to use NSU’s facilities and 
resources and take advantage of clubs, 
organizations and activities.
“As you embark on this journey, 
don’t be afraid to ask — get involved,” 
Hanbury said. “If you feel that you 
may be getting overwhelmed with 
your classes, ask. We have advisers, 
we have counselors, and we have 
tutors who are here to assist you.”
Gershman, the 2014 recipient 
of the college’s Full-time Faculty 
Excellence in Teaching Award spoke 
about identity, the college’s theme for 
the 2014-2015 academic year, which 
serves as the basis for college events 
throughout the year. He shared how he 
found his identity during his college 
years, telling students that college 
is the perfect time to discover their 
passions and embrace their identities.
“I’m confi dent that you’ll have 
that ‘aha moment’ at NSU where 
inspiration strikes you, and you will 
refi ne or redefi ne your identity,” 
Gershman said.
Millar gave students advice based 
on the past three years she has spent 
at NSU. She encouraged students to 
not be afraid of challenges or failure, 
pursue internships and research 
experiences and take time to explore 
new things and discover their passion.
“Do not stop exploring until you 
fi nd that one thing that makes you feel 
like you could never be happy doing 
anything else,” Millar said.
In his address to students, 
McBride talked about his own search 
for identity as a black man with a white, 
Jewish mother, which he wrote about 
in his book “The Color of Water.”
“I would get off the bus and see 
all these black women waiting for their 
kids and then see this white woman 
in the middle of them. I’d say, ‘Oh 
boy, there she is.’ As a boy I was so 
ashamed of my mother. I wanted her to 
be like everybody else.”
Cracking jokes, he told more 
stories about growing up and going to 
college and told students now was the 
their time to learn to think and fi nd out 
what it is they liked to do.
“If you like comic books, 
study anthropology and create new 
characters based on something you 
learn,” McBride said. “If you like 
sports, learn [mass and statistic]. Study 
the things that help you do what you 
like to do.”
Finally, McBride encouraged 
students to be kind to others and 
stressed the importance of not only 
saying positive things but doing them 
as well. 
“Leave the viciousness to the 
vicious and be a drum major for 
truth and kindness and justice. You 
will never go wrong,” said McBride. 
“People will always remember you.”
TaKEn bY J. ChiaAssociate Professor Jason Gershman talks to students about identity, the Farquhar College of Arts 
Sciences’ academic theme for the 2014-15 academic year.
TaKEn bY J. ChiaBest-selling author James McBride encouraged students in his keynote 
address at the Undergraduate Convocation Ceremony.
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Diary of. . . 
a lupus warr ior
By: Jordan Cook
Jordan Cook is a senior business 
administration major. Her interests 
include writing poems, songs and 
stories. She also loves to weight lift, 
play sports and learn about different 
cultures. With her story, she hopes others 
learn that everything is possible if you 
can find motivation, determination, a 
will to succeed, courage and positivity. 
Almost six years ago on Sept. 
28, 2008, at the age of 16, my whole 
life changed. I was diagnosed with 
systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE), 
often referred to as lupus, which 
doesn’t have a cure yet. Lupus is a 
chronic disease, meaning that I will 
always have it. My body sees itself 
as a foreign invader so it attacks 
itself, so all the good cells are dying 
along with the bad cells.
I experience fatigue and 
arthritis, and I am slightly allergic to 
the sun. Between the ups and downs 
faced in life, stress, hormones, the 
sun, and viruses that often float 
around, it is important that I take 
care of myself. Lupus can also 
affect any of the organs or multiple 
organs often leaving someone with 
inflammation and disease within an 
organ. Lupus can be treated, and it is 
usually treated with corticosteroids 
and other medications to help get rid 
of the inflammation that builds up in 
the joints. Depending on how severe 
the disease is, there are also many 
other treatments that could be used 
if necessary.
 Before the diagnosis, 
everything in my life was very 
stressful. I played sports, went to 
high school, dealt with my social and 
family life, and like any other teen, 
I had my own personal battles. The 
first time I really noticed changes in 
my body was in January 2008. I was 
playing softball for Villages Charter 
High School. Softball used to be 
effortless for me, and it started to 
become a chore because I was feeling 
very fatigued. I shrugged it off and 
continued because I thought that my 
fatigue was from the everyday wear 
and tear of being an athlete. 
 As time passed by, I was 
selected to play for one of the top 
known travel softball teams called 
Team Florida. This was a huge 
moment in my life because I would 
be playing for an elite team with girls 
two to three years older than me. I 
longed to go to the next level every 
chance that I could get, and making 
this team meant that I would get the 
exposure I needed to possibly get 
noticed by a top NCAA Division 1 
school. One of my dreams as a little 
girl was to attend the University of 
California, Los Angeles competing 
in softball as the starting catcher. I 
thought to myself, “Here I am. This 
is my chance.”
I practiced and played 
tournaments in and out of state 
with Team Florida. Alabama was 
amazing, but I got a nosebleed. 
While I was in Texas, the fatigue 
doubled. Not to mention that 
the sun was killing me. These 
were still just little things that I 
shrugged off. It wasn’t until I got 
back from Colorado that I really 
noticed some major changes. The 
fatigue got really bad and I had 
also come home with a really 
painful sunburn on my face. My 
mom took me to the doctor to 
get my sunburn looked at. They 
diagnosed me with sunscreen 
dermatosus, and I received a rash 
cream to apply to my face a couple 
times a day. But even as I flew 
into California, the sunburn on my 
face did not get better at all. I was 
struggling to even get through an 
inning of softball, much less one 
game. 
Symptoms started appearing 
abruptly. When I would try to use my 
wrists to lift myself up off the floor, 
they would hurt. They were swollen, 
along with my ankles. I just brushed 
it off once again, but it wasn’t until 
late August that I realized there was 
something seriously wrong. I could 
not get out of bed for a month; my 
body was shutting down. I remember 
I Iifted my head off my pillow and 
saw all of my hair lying there. I spit 
up blood because I had sores in my 
mouth. I had the butterfly rash on my 
face, and I had sores on my arms and 
legs. I was in so much agony from 
head to toe. My mother had to spoon 
feed me.
But not once was I worried about 
my health. I was only concerned 
about not being able to play sports. 
I worried about not being able to do 
my schoolwork and going to school. 
I worried if my friends would still be 
my friends when I returned to school 
and if they would be able to be my 
friends after they realized everything 
about me had just changed.
 I bounced from doctor to 
doctor until I was able to see a 
doctor who referred me to a pediatric 
rheumatologist. She ran breathing 
tests, MRIs, a kidney biopsy, urine 
cultures and blood tests. I was also 
treated with aggressive medications 
such as prednisone, enapril, 
plaquinel, and iron. 
On Sept. 28 of that year, I was 
officially diagnosed with lupus. A 
few days later, I was also told that 
because of my lupus I also have 
kidney disease and would also 
have to have chemo treatments for 
six months. When I went to my 
first chemotherapy treatment, the 
temperature so hot, but the day I left 
the hospital, it was very cold; the 
COURTESY OF J. COOK
Senior business administration major Jordan Cook, who has lupus, stays positive 
about life and encourages others to never give up.
seasons had started to change and I 
missed it. I realized how valuable life 
was. I realized that there is more to 
life than what we see, and I realized 
that life could be gone so fast.
When I returned to school, 
I struggled a lot. I was told that I 
was never going to be able to play 
sports again, but I did not let those 
words bother me. Instead of playing, 
I began weight lifting. I built all my 
strength back up, and I was able to 
play softball that same school year. I 
achieved that. No one could take that 
away from me.
I lost out on my chance to get a 
scholarship to the top schools I had 
been trying to go to. I graduated and 
set goals for softball, making good 
grades. To me, that was something 
to be proud of. I had to start all over 
from scratch, but I made it. I tried 
out for junior colleges and I ended 
up receiving a full scholarship to 
Seminole State College of Florida. 
There I was the starting catcher for 
two years. Out of those two years 
I had a fielding percentage of 900 
percent or more each year. I hit a total 
of 23 homeruns, and I kept a 3.2 GPA. 
I grew. I got stronger.  I never ever let 
my disease get the best of me. 
 Today, I can proudly say that 
I have made it through so much 
in my lifetime. My disease is in 
remission. However, I still have 
flare ups. I deal with fatigue, and 
because my immune system is very 
weak. I get sick easily. Due to my 
traumatic experience with lupus and 
medications, I often think about my 
past and sometimes become very 
depressed. I also am very forgetful. 
I have really, really good days and 
really, really bad days.
I have learned how to deal with 
everything that I have been through, 
and there is no doubt in my mind that 
there isn’t anything that I couldn’t 
do in this world. I just tell people to 
never give up and always have faith. 
My faith has gotten me through a 
lot of what I have been through, 
not to mention, my song writing. I 
have big dreams that I know I will 
achieve one day. I always try to stay 
positive about the situations that I 
am faced with, because if I am not, I 
could easily get sick from the stress 
and lose focus of the goals I have 
for myself. There is not one day that 
passes that I just take time to cherish 
the moments that make me laugh, 
smile, feel loved or consume me 
with happiness.
Life is very short and very 
fragile. It could be taken from us 
within the blink of an eye. Life is 
a blessing that some do not even 
get to enjoy. So my advice is don’t 
ever take anything for granted, live 
life to the fullest, stay positive, stay 
strong and always seek happiness. 
God bless.
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A BEGINNER’S GUIDE TO RUSHING AT NSU
By: Jessica Gonzalez
Every fall semester, students 
delve into the world of Greek 
life to find a home forever among 
“brothers” and “sisters” who share 
their values.
Rush Week, formally known 
as Recruitment Week at NSU, is a 
week of events that allow students 
to find their best fit with the 
fraternities and sororities at NSU.  
NSU is home to several fraternities, 
a group of men who share a bond of 
brotherhood, and sororities, a group 
of women who share that same 
bond of sisterhood. All chapters are 
governed by three separate councils 
based on the types of fraternities 
and sororities, which include the 
Interfraternity Council (IFC), the 
Panhellenic Council (PC) and the 
Unified Greek Council (UGC).  
The Interfraternity Council 
is the governing body over the 
three nationally recognized social 
fraternities on campus: Beta Theta 
Pi, Kappa Sigma, and Phi Gamma 
Delta. The Panhellenic Council 
manages the social sororities: Delta 
Phi Epsilon, Phi Sigma Sigma, and 
Sigma Delta Tau. Multicultural-
based fraternities such as Iota Phi 
Theta, Kappa Alpha Psi and Phi 
Beta Sigma as well as sororities 
such as Alpha Kappa Alpha, 
Lambda Theta Alpha and Zeta Phi 
Beta are governed by the Unified 
Greek Council.
In addition to the Greek 
fraternities and sororities, there are 
also professional co-ed fraternities 
such as service fraternities and 
honors societies that are governed 
by the Interorganization Council 
(IOC), which also is in charge of 
all clubs and organizations on the 
NSU campus. These include: Alpha 
Kappa Psi, Alpha Phi Omega, 
Beta Beta Beta, Delta Epsilon 
Iota, Kappa Delta Pi, Kappa Psi, 
Omicron Delta Kappa and Phi 
Alpha Delta.
Understanding the process
NSU is different from other 
schools in the flexibility they have 
with students. For example, at NSU 
any undergraduate student may rush 
regardless of their year of study. 
Traditionally, a freshman would rush 
into a fraternity or sorority. However, 
Andrea Kovachy, director of the 
Office of Student Activities, said 
NSU wants to benefit the student in 
any way possible by allowing them 
to have that experience, even if they 
are seniors. 
Recruitment for men varies 
from the recruitment for women. 
The men’s recruitment week is 
more open as students can come 
out to any of the fraternities’ events 
and meet the brothers. Though the 
process is much more informal, it 
works well for them. This leads to 
students receiving a bid, meaning 
that a student receives an offer from 
a fraternity or sorority to join. That 
student may decide whether they 
will accept and become part of the 
chapter or decline.
“Based on the discussions they 
have at their events, how young men 
interact with one another, that would 
lead them to potentially getting a 
bid,” said Kovachy.
On the other hand, women’s 
recruitment is more formal. 
According to Ashley Challenger, 
the vice president of the Panhellenic 
Council, everything is a scheduled 
process for the women after they 
register for recruitment. The last day 
of registration is Sep. 5.
“We have rounds that women 
go through,” said Kovachy. 
“There’s a process in which the 
women will make selections as 
to which organization they prefer 
and would like to go back to see. 
Chapters are also making the same 
decisions and at the end, it’s a 
mutual selection process.”
The process is based off of 
a national model of recruitment 
— a wide-scale standard of 
requirements that applies to 
all Greek chapters around the 
U.S. — and all events hosted on 
campus have been approved by the 
chapter’s headquarters. 
“If you look at it the way our 
UGC looks at it, this is a lifelong 
commitment,” said Kovachy. “I’ve 
worked at another university that has 
a freshman quota and an upperclass 
quota, so you can only take so 
many women. We are fortunate here 
that we are more flexible with the 
students allowed to rush, as long as 
they are an undergraduate.”
This flexibility does not apply 
to hazing, the practice of any form 
of harassment or abuse through 
recruitment rituals. NSU has a zero 
tolerance for physical or emotional 
hazing in any club or organization. 
In a case of hazing, the incident will 
be reported to the Office of Student 
Activities and to Gay Holliday, 
associate dean of administration for 
Student Affairs and the College of 
Undergraduate Studies.
Choosing a Greek organization
Choosing a fraternity or 
sorority boils down to that student’s 
personal preferences, level of 
involvement, and the connections 
made with the brothers and sisters 
of certain chapters. Students need 
to understand what the chapter does 
at NSU to assure that it is the right 
match for them.
“We really stress to women 
and to men or anyone joining 
an organization, you need to ask 
questions and find out what the 
organization values and understand 
the requirements,” said Kovachy. 
“They have requirements for chapter 
meetings, for attendance at events, 
community service and GPA. All 
sorts of other requirements that 
I feel like people just get excited 
about ‘Oh, I get to wear these 
letters’ but they may not understand 
the commitment.” 
Kovachy stressed that there is a 
large focus on conversation. Current 
brothers and sisters engage students 
in conversation to test if they are an 
ideal match for their chapter, which 
is why it is crucial that students ask 
questions and do their research so 
they are better informed when it 
comes to these social situations.
Graduate Assistant for 
Fraternity and Sorority Life Ashley 
Crews and Challenger said that the 
ideal questions to ask the chapters 
while rushing include the following: 
What does the sorority or fraternity 
value? What has the chapter done in 
the most recent years that has made 
them grow as a chapter? What level 
of involvement do brothers/sisters of 
the chapter have and is involvement 
in other organizations encouraged?
Crews said the way students 
feels is a large part of their decision 
to join as well. Though a student 
may ask the right questions, the 
conversation may not flow as 
smoothly as the student would 
have imagined. 
“When it is right, you feel it,” 
Crews said.
Challenger agreed. 
“You feel comfortable 
around the people you are having 
conversations with,” Challenger 
said. “You don’t feel like you’re 
being judged or any other type of 
uncomfortable feeling you could 
be having.”
If a student is not given a bid 
for a fraternity or sorority, there 
are many options at NSU that may 
be a better fit for the student and 
their needs.
“At the end of the day, I look at 
it like applying to college,” Kovachy 
said. “As much as I would’ve liked 
to have gone to Harvard I found 
an institution that really fit me as 
an individual. I think if a Greek 
organization does not work out for 
you, there are at least a hundred and 
one organizations on campus we can 
get you connected with.”
Joining
Rushing for a Greek organization 
yields many benefits, ranging from 
personal to professional. 
“You are joining for the people 
you ave connected with,” said 
Kovachy. “It’s not because ‘This 
sorority has silver and blue and that’s 
my favorite color.’ You are joining 
for that connection to feel part of 
something because you have shared 
values with that organization.”
For example, Challenger said 
she knows women who have gone 
through recruitment and have found 
that they have formed connections 
with a Greek organization that 
supports a philanthropy because the 
cause means so much to them.
From a professional standpoint, 
becoming a part of Greek life has 
been influential in academics as well 
as involvement in the university’s 
affairs after graduation. 
Kovachy said, “There has 
been research done that Greeks, 
at a national average, graduate 
at a higher rate; their GPAs are 
higher when stacked up against 
unaffiliated people on campus, 
and they donate back to their 
universities at a higher rate.”
Knowing the important dates
This year, there will be two 
independent recruitment weeks. 
The UGC will host a Meet and 
Greet event on Aug. 28 after the 
Greek BBQ. Both IFC men and PC 
women will host their recruitment 
week from Sep. 8 through Sept. 14, 
which will involve social events to 
meet the brothers and sisters of the 
chapters at NSU.
For more information about 
Greek organizations and Recruitment 
Week, contact the Office of Student 
Activities at 954-262-7288.
TaKEn bY K. mOROS
Members from Phi Sigma Sigma and Beta Theta Pi hang out at move-in day.
Success Coaches’ Playbook
By: Jake Shilts
The Success Coaches’ Playbook 
is a new biweekly feature of The 
Current from the staff at the Office 
of Undergraduate Student Success. 
It will offer tips, ideas and advice on 
how to be a more successful student 
at NSU. The Office of Undergraduate 
Student Success connects students to 
resources that allow them to thrive 
at NSU. The Success Coaches’ 
Playbook will cover different topics 
and ideas that will help you along 
your NSU journey.
Jake Shilts is the assistant 
director of the Office of 
Undergraduate Student Success.
The value of resource connection 
All students want to be 
successful inside the classroom; 
however, complimenting what you do 
inside the classroom with experiences 
outside the classroom will make you a 
well-rounded student. 
If a student is more engaged 
and connected to campus resources, 
that student will more likely be 
successful in the classroom. If 
he or she takes advantage of the 
resources available to them, that 
same student tends to do better 
than other students who don’t 
take advantage of any of the 
NSU resources. Students who 
engage with academic resources 
like a tutor or success coach and 
get more involved by joining an 
academic club or study group 
have a higher chance to be more 
academically successful. 
Also important are student-
faculty interactions and 
relationships and how these 
relationships foster student 
success. Students, who meet with 
their professors outside of the 
classroom, such as during the 
professor’s office hours, tend to 
have more success in that course. 
Take advantage of getting to know 
your professors. The faculty to 
student ratio of 20 to one allows 
for one-on-one connections with 
your professors. Students should 
take advantage of this benefit. 
It is important for you to 
connect to your NSU resources. 
Many professionals are willing 
and ready to play a role in your 
development. Your academic 
advisers, resident advisers, 
orientation leaders, academic 
success coaches, professors, 
tutors, financial aid counselors, 
and career advisers all can play 
a major role during your time at 
NSU. Once you begin working with 
these individuals, your chances 
of academic success increases 
because they offer the support and 
resources that many students need 
to supplement the rigors of what 
is happening inside the classroom. 
These are the people who will 
help you reach your goals and be 
a successful student at NSU. So, 
next time you feel a little lost; 
connect with a resource at NSU 
and you will take your first step to 
achieving success.
A list of NSU resources can 
be found at nova.edu/yoursuccess/
f o r m s / n s u - s t u d e n t - s u c c e s s -
resources.pdf.
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We have more a lot more photos!
Check them out at 
nsucurrent.nova.edu
facebook.com/TheCurrentNsu
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PENNZOIL IS THE #1 MOTOR OIL BRAND 1
$3299with coupon
15046-03
Limit one coupon per customer. Must surrender coupon. Not valid on gift cards, special 
orders, commercial, fleet or online purchases. Most vehicles. Price includes parts and labor. 
*Oil filter up to $3.29 Expires 9/30/14. Valid at participating Pep Boys locations only.
Pennzoil Platinum® Full Synthetic 
Motor Oil Change
sku: 1144295
15046-04
$2499with coupon
Limit one coupon per customer. Must surrender coupon. Not valid on gift cards, special 
orders, commercial, fleet or online purchases. Most vehicles. Price includes parts and labor. 
*Oil filter up to $3.29 Expires 9/30/14. Valid at participating Pep Boys locations only.
Pennzoil® High Mileage Vehicle® 
Motor Oil Change
$2299with coupon
15046-05
Limit one coupon per customer. Must surrender coupon. Not valid on gift cards, special 
orders, commercial, fleet or online purchases. Most vehicles. Price includes parts and labor. 
*Oil filter up to $3.29 Expires 9/30/14. Valid at participating Pep Boys locations only.
Pennzoil® Conventional  
Motor Oil Change
sku: 1144271sku: 1144288
SerViCe 
COuPOn
PENNZOIL® CONvENTIONAL 
MOTOR OIL  
wITH ACTIvE CLEANSINg AgENTS™
•  Helps clean out engine sludge 
lesser oils leave behind4
PENNZOIL PLATINuM® FuLL 
SyNTHETIC MOTOR OIL  
wITH PuREPLuS™ TECHNOLOgy
• Better fuel economy2
PENNZOIL® HIgH MILEAgE vEHICLE® 
MOTOR OIL  
wITH ACTIvE CLEANSINg AgENTS™
•  Helps reduce leaks and  
oil consumption in high  
mileage engines3
Visit a participating Pep Boys location and save on any of the following Pennzoil® oil changes:
visit www.getmyoilchange.com to download coupons. 1 Latest 52 weeks ending December 23, 2013 by Convenience AllScan, Total U.S.
2  Fuel economy measurements made using CAFE cycle under FTP75. Avg. of 550 extra miles based 
on mixed city/highway miles and US avg. of 13,476 miles driven per year with 4.1% better MPG vs. 
a dirty engine. Source fhwa.dot.gov, 2011. Follow OEM recommended oil drain intervals.
3 Engines with 75,000 miles or more.
4 Based on severe sludge clean-up test using SAE 5W-30.
Valid at participating Pep Boys locations only.
© SOPUS Products 2014. All rights reserved. CS8974-03
DON’T RESORT TO RAMEN.
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TRANSITIONS: FINDING A 
HOME AWAY FROM HOME
By: Leonette Lee
Leonette Lee, is the Counselor 
in Residence in the Offi ce of 
Residential Life and Housing. Her 
offi ce is located in Room 209B of 
the Goodwin Residence Hall.
Moving away from home 
is never easy. You, literally, are 
physically transitioning from the 
known to the unknown. Going 
to college builds excitement and 
emotions about this new form of 
independence. At the same time, 
you may be trying to maintain 
your cool to deal with feelings 
of anxiety. Whether you loved or 
loathed life before NSU, you may 
be trying to recreate yourself for 
NSU to be the ultimate collegiate 
experience. But, you are now here 
and not close, or remotely close, to 
the most familiar and comforting 
place, aka home. Let’s talk about 
the reality and universal experience 
for many of being homesick. 
Homesickness, although self-
defi ning, can be described in many 
ways. Homesickness may cause one 
to experience anxiety, sadness and 
nervousness and to be preoccupied 
with thoughts of home. Thus, the 
term homesickness, the bad and 
discomforting feelings in response 
to being away from home, sets in. 
It is natural and OK to experience 
whatever emotions surface during 
this time of transition.
However, you can choose to 
fi ght this discomfort by creating 
your own comfort. In other words, 
explore and write down what you 
miss or have at home that is not 
here and may be needed here at 
NSU. This is not to say that what is 
missed from home can be replaced. 
Rather, you can create an extension 
of home here at NSU and in South 
Florida by refl ecting on your 
purpose for attending NSU.
When I began college, I was 
so homesick that I considered 
leaving the prestigious institution 
I was attending. I constantly 
compared the city my school was 
in to the city where I am from, 
the people, the food, city events, 
etc. I found something wrong with 
everything. I was not being fair to 
the school or myself. Of course, 
I did not realize this at the time. 
After venting with my strongest 
supporter, I was challenged. My 
loved one put me on the spot and 
said, “You can come home, but I 
would hope that you would not 
come home until you exhaust all 
of your energy in getting involved 
and giving the school and city a 
chance to impress you.”
I realized I had not exhausted 
any energy in trying to make myself 
more comfortable and had not been 
as involved as I could have been. I 
was waiting on moments (whatever 
I considered fun) and people to 
come to me, instead of creating 
moments and going to people. 
Also, I realized I could always visit 
home and would be going home for 
every holiday. So home was never 
lost or an unreachable place.
I guarantee, although your 
emotions and feelings are unique 
to you, many students can attest to 
feeling homesick. You do not have 
to journey through homesickness 
alone. NSU is a diverse institution 
with countless resources. No 
student has to become cemented 
in the discomfort of being 
homesick. Whether through 
your academic department or the 
Division of Student Affairs, the 
offi ces of Residential Life and 
Housing, Student Activities, or 
Undergraduate Student Success, 
someone can help you create 
the connections and support you 
feel are necessary to help ease 
the transition from going from 
the known to the unknown. The 
Henderson Student Counseling 
Center is also an excellent resource 
for students with any concerns. 
If you have any concerns or 
feelings adjusting to NSU life, 
relationships, illness, fi nancial 
concerns, disappointments, etc. 
someone is here to help. I believe in 
you and wish you success beyond 
your expectations.
 Wellness Bites is a new weekly feature of The 
Current that offers wellness tips and encouragement 
from the personal trainers at the Offi ce of Campus 
Recreation.
“There are six dimensions of wellness: physical, occupational, emotional, 
environmental, social and intellectual. Wellness is about balance and total 
well-being. Make sure you are taking care of yourself in all areas and 
not just focusing on one.” — Marcela Sandigo, associate director for 
programs at Campus Recreation, group exercise instructor and personal 
trainer.
Sustainability Tip
of the Week
By: Leela Mansukhani
 Leela Mansukhani is a junior environmental studies 
major who hopes to turn her passion for sustainability 
into a career. In her biweekly feature in The Current, 
she’ll offer easy tips for students to live a more sustain-
able life, many of which she’s learned through friends, 
family NSU professors and nature documentaries.
 Reduce, reuse, recycle
 Do you ever get anything in the mail with paper that 
has only been used on one side? At the end of a semester, do 
you have a lot of notes that you printed one-sided, and that 
you don’t need anymore? Any time you have paper that has 
only been used on one side, save it in a pile. Use that paper 
whenever you need to make a list, take down a phone num-
ber, or do anything that doesn’t need to be preserved or neat. 
You can put them into your printer when you need to print a 
receipt, coupon, ticket, worksheet or notes. You can also opt 
to receive bills and statements via email to avoid some of 
the waste altogether.
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By: Nicole Cocuy
After an injury forced her to 
spend a season on the sidelines, 
Amanda Kopale, junior theatre and 
exercise and sport science major, 
is recovered and ready to make her 
comeback as a goalkeeper this soccer 
season. 
Kopale was born in Cape Coral, 
Florida and started playing soccer 
when she was 5. Throughout her 
youth, she continued her athletic 
career by playing for the Olympic 
Development Program and her high 
school team. 
In her junior year of high school, 
Kopale transferred to Ida S. Baker 
High School to join her teammates 
in her Olympic development team. 
Her high school team won the 
state championship the following 
year and she was crowned both 
MVP and Player of the Year. These 
achievements led to her recruitment 
at NSU as the team’s goal keeper. 
Kopale had a total of 61 saves 
in the 14 games she played her 
freshman year at NSU. That year, 
she notably had 10 saves in the 
game against Barry University. Her 
overall highest save percentage 
was against George College, with 
fi ve saves and a 100 percent save 
percentage. However, last year 
Kopale suffered from an injury and 
missed the entire season.
“I’m going to be a junior 
this year academic-wise but a 
sophomore soccer-wise because 
I tore my ACL in preseason last 
year,” Kopale said. “That puts 
you out for the entire season, so 
it’s kind of hard, but I got over 
that. Now I’m 100 percent ready 
to play again and looking forward 
to this season.”
Once she was cleared by her 
doctor, Kopale trained every day 
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Amanda Kopale has a passion for soccer and is optimistic about her return to the ﬁ eld this year.
for this year’s season. Throughout 
the summer, she participated 
in goalkeeper training, weight 
training and running. She also 
read “Mind Gym” by Gary Mack 
to mentally prepare for her return 
to the field. 
Kopale is optimistic about her 
comeback. She aims to earn her 
starting position again and hopes 
to make the All-American and the 
All-Conference fi rst team. She 
and her team set their goals high. 
They want to make it to the NCAA 
tournament and maybe win a national 
championship this year.
“I’m thankful that God gave 
me the opportunity to be where I 
am now and I think I’m here for a 
reason,” said Kopale. “Hopefully, 
this year will be a good season and 
maybe we’ll earn that title.”
I spoke with the accomplished 
goal keeper to learn more about her 
and her passion for soccer.
What is your favorite part of any 
soccer game?
“I love when it’s a close game. 
I mean, obviously everybody likes to 
win, but … I like when it was a tight 
match the whole game and we get to 
pat our backs for a great win. I love 
that. It’s a good feeling.”
After you graduate, do you want to 
continue playing soccer?
“After I graduate, I do want 
to continue with soccer. I set my 
goals high and one of my goals as 
a young girl was always to be in 
the Olympics. I know people think 
that’s a huge thing to accomplish, 
but, to me, that’s just another goal 
that I want to accomplish. … I 
defi nitely want to pursue something 
in soccer as well as something in 
acting if I get the chance to, but 
obviously I am going to go with 
soccer fi rst and see where that takes 
me. I also have my exercise science 
major to fall back on too.”
How would you describe yourself 
as a player?
“Passionate, for sure. 
Confi dent. I would say I’m a team 
player because I never put the 
blame on anyone and, if I have to, 
I will take the blame for them so 
that they can be ready to play and 
get their head right and be able to 
continue in the game.”
What has been your most 
memorable moment playing soccer?
“When we won the state 
championship in my senior year 
of high school because everyone 
gave me a hard time for switching 
schools. Some of them didn’t think 
that it was worth it, but I ended up 
switching and earned ourselves a 
state championship title.” 
Do you have any rituals before you 
play a game?
“Before every game, I say a 
prayer. It’s not always the same; 
it’s just something that comes 
naturally, but I always do it before 
a game. I’m thankful to be given an 
opportunity to play.”
What do you like most about soccer?
“I love playing. I am just very 
passionate about it. I’m religious. 
I believe God gave me talent 
for a reason and I think soccer 
is somewhat of my calling. It’s 
something that I want to continue 
beyond college, so I guess just to 
grow in the sport and impact as 
many people as I can along the way 
and just try to get better each and 
every day. I like seeing progress.”
Who is your favorite soccer player?
“My favorite goal keeper that I 
relate myself to a little bit is Manuel 
Neuer. He played for Germany in the 
World Cup. I like how he plays and I 
relate to his playing style.”
If you could travel to anywhere in 
the world, where would it be?
“I would say New York just 
because I went for the fi rst time this 
summer and I loved it and I know 
that’s kind of boring, considering I 
can go anywhere in the world, but 
I love the environment and I love 
being there.”
If you could play another sport at 
NSU, what would it be?
“Softball. I grew up playing 
softball. I actually had to choose 
between soccer and softball and 
I could have gone to a pretty good 
college for softball as well, but I 
chose soccer. I kind of miss softball.”
If a movie were made about your 
life, who would play you and why?
“I would say Emma Stone just 
because she’s hilarious and I love 
her. I don’t know if she’s too athletic, 
but she can probably make it work.”
Commentary by: Michelle Rushefsky
ON THE BENCH
Also named “Johnny 
Football” for his expertise as 
a starring quarterback at Texas 
A&M University, Johnny Manziel 
is 2014’s number 22 pick for the 
NFL draft and the 2012 Heisman 
trophy winner. For being a high 
number draft pick, he sure is 
making waves, claiming as well 
as showing that he will not be 
the Cleveland Brown’s number 
two quarterback for long. He is 
clearly fighting for top billing. 
But I don’t think he will get it. In 
fact, Mike Pettine the head coach 
of the Browns has said that neither 
Brian Hoyer, the current starting 
quarterback, nor Manziel will start 
for the Browns.  
Even quarterback coach 
Dowell Loggains said in a press 
conference that Hoyer is not 
technically a veteran player skill-
wise, and that both players have 
a shot at becoming the starting 
quarterback. While Hoyer has a 
little more experience, he is not 
strong enough to take the team 
to the playoffs, and Manziel has 
too much unchecked ego for this 
leadership role.    
Now the second quarterback 
for the Browns, Manziel is 
supposed to be something special, 
even for being the 22nd draft pick 
this year, but I have a feeling he 
won’t be all that and a bag of 
potato chips. In fact, when I see 
him in interviews, he seems like 
an overblown, privileged boy 
with a higher-than-thou attitude, 
who expected to be put on top the 
second he went pro.  It doesn’t 
work that way, sweetheart.  
In Manziel’s first NFL game, 
he did OK. He appeared calm at 
the beginning (emphasis on the 
word “appeared”) and didn’t delay 
the game, but his performance 
altogether was mediocre. His 
rushes were a result of him not 
knowing where to throw the ball 
after the snap. I mean what is this? 
A scene from “The Game Plan?” A 
quarterback should throw the ball 
to open receivers not show how 
much of a superstar he can be by 
outrunning the defense.   
The balls he did manage to 
throw looked off kilter and much 
too low for the receiver to catch. 
Maybe that lack of calm comes 
with experience, or as my father 
calls it, “time in the saddle.” 
Honestly, I just feel the NFL level 
is too high for him. He peeked 
in college, which sounds harsh, 
but being a good college player 
doesn’t necessarily mean he 
will be a good NFL player. It’s a 
different, more demanding level. 
Not everyone can handle it.  
Further, in a recent game, 
Manziel flipped the bird to the 
entire Washington Redskins team. 
I suppose it means that his head 
is in the game, but it also shows a 
lack of sportsmanship in the heat 
of the moment, and we all know 
people show their true character 
in the heat of the moment. On the 
other hand, on-the-field emotions 
run high; players want their team 
to win. It’s like a battle that only 
has one winner, so it might not be 
such a bad thing that he told the 
Redskins to take a hike. However, 
the quarterback is a leadership 
role, and it’s not a good example 
to set for the rest of his team. 
Maybe he got mad at the racist 
overtone of the other teams name. 
But that’s a subject for another 
article entirely.  
Browns, my advice is to keep 
looking for your star quarterback. 
I mean Manziel is OK and Hoyer 
has a little more experience, but if 
winning is the main priority (and 
I know it is) then it’s time for to 
shop around. Maybe choosing a 
rookie with mediocre stats is not 
the best plan.
Athlete of the week:
Amanda Kopale
August 26, 2014 | nsucurrent.nova.edu12
August 26, 2014 | nsucurrent.nova.edu 13Sports
SHARK SUMMER REPORT
By: Li Cohen
The summer of 2014 was 
defi nitely the season of the Sharks. 
From winning games to winning 
awards, NSU’s student-athletes 
came out on top. 
One graduate was applauded 
for sportsmanship
Along with graduating from 
NSU with a degree in exercise 
and sports science, Esau Simpson 
was the male recipient of the 
2014 Sunshine State Conference 
Sportsmanship Award.
Former NSU baseball players left 
their legacies
J.D. Martinez has lead Major 
League Baseball in average, home 
runs, hits, RBI, slugging, and OPS; 
the Boston Red Sox promoted 
Carlos Asuaje to Advanced-A 
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The men’s and women’s swimming teams won the College Swimming Coaches 
Association of America Spring 2014 Individual Scholar All-America award in June.
Salem; Miles Mikolas was called 
up to the Texas Rangers twice 
this year after spending most of 
his time with the Round Rock 
Express, the Rangers’ Triple-A 
affiliate, and has struck out a 
former World Series MVP and 
an American League MVP; Nick 
Avila started his scouting career 
with the Detroit Tigers; and 
Brett Clements is playing for the 
Greeneville Astros, the Houston 
Astros rookie-ball affiliate. 
Sharks swam their way to 
winning awards
Eleven athletes from the men’s 
and women’s swim teams won 
the College Swimming Coaches 
Association of America Spring 
2014 Individual Scholar All-
America award in June. Florian 
Mehlan, recently graduated with 
an environmental science degree, 
and Shane Kleinbeck, senior sport 
and recreation management major, 
were named to the NCAA Division 
II Men’s Scholar All-America list. 
Addison Cates, senior secondary 
language major, John Hayes, senior 
sport and recreation management 
major, and Jim Shelley, recently 
graduated computer information 
systems major, were named to 
the NCAA Division II Men’s 
Honorable Mention Scholar All-
America list. Recently graduated 
marketing majors Sara Akoubian 
and Sammy Akoubian, along 
with Kathleen Bowman, junior 
business administration major, 
Brooke Munion, sophomore marine 
biology major, Arianna Sunyak, 
senior environmental science 
major, and Alexandra Zatylny, 
recently graduated biology and 
marine biology major, were named 
to the NCAA Division II Women’s 
Honorable Mention Scholar All-
America list.
Three rowers became All-Americans
The Collegiate Rowing 
Association chose three women’s 
rowers to be fi rst-time All-
Americans. Megan O’Donnell, 
senior exercise and sports science 
major and recent criminal justice 
graduate Courtney Berger were 
named to the fi rst team and Emily 
Harrington, recent graduate in 
exercise and sports science, received 
second-team honors. 
Sharks excelled on the fi eld and in 
the classroom
To recognize student-athletes 
who earned a GPA of 3.2 or higher, 
the Athletic Department placed 91 
athletes on the 2014 Sunshine State 
Conference Spring Commissioner’s 
Honor Roll. 
One shark scored baskets and 
good grades
Basketball player Justin 
Jeangerard, senior business 
administration major, was named 
to the National Association of 
Basketball Coach’s Honors Court for 
his academic excellence. 
Golfers were recognized as All-
American Scholars
Rachel Lewis, who recently 
graduated with a psychology 
degree, former student Alejandra 
Velasco, and Katrina Wang, 
sophomore art major, were 
recognized as NCAA All-American 
Scholars by the Women’s Golf 
Coaches Association. 
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Katrina Wang, sophomore art major, was recognized as NCAA All-American 
Scholars by the Women’s Golf Coaches Association.
The Collegiate Rowing Association selected three NSU women’s rowers to be ﬁ rst-
time All-Americans. 
Men’s soccer vs. Young Harris College
Young Harris, Georgia
Sept. 4
Men’s soccer vs. University of North Georgia
Dahlonega, Georgia
Sept. 7
Women’s volleyball at the Florida Southern Terrace Classic
Lakeland, Florida
vs. Flagler College - Sept. 5
vs. Lewis University - Sept. 6
vs. University of New Haven - Sept. 6
Women’s volleyball vs. Palm Beach Atlantic University
West Palm Beach, Florida
Sept. 9
ON DECK
CLASSIFIED
Room for rent $800.00 p.m. 
Spacious, tv, cable / Wi-Fi ready. 
Private home with in ground pool in 
Hollywood.
Personal interviews. Call Miriam 
9546475376.
’TIS THE SEASON FOR 
INTRAMURALS
By: Li Cohen
The road for a successful 
school year is currently under 
construction, but we all know that it 
cannot be complete without adding 
some fun recreational activity. 
Take a minute, relax and read on 
about what intramural sports NSU’s 
Offi ce of Campus Recreation has to 
offer this fall.
Graduate Assistant for 
Intramurals Alina Cioletti said 
that intramurals are divided into 
competitive and noncompetitive 
leagues. The competitive leagues 
compete in a tournament for 
T-shirts, while the non-competitive 
teams play for fun and don’t 
compete for a prize.
“This is not serious play; it’s 
really for fun,” Cioletti said. “It’s a 
great break from doing homework 
and studying.”
Each intramural sport has a 
men’s, women’s and coed team. 
Students can play on just one 
of the teams or they can play on 
either men’s and coed or women’s 
and coed.
To start a team, students need 
to fi nd a group of friends willing to 
participate and sign up at IMleagues.
com. The website will list how many 
students are needed for each sport. 
Some sports will cost $50 for a team, 
but the prices can be distributed 
among team members so the cost 
isn’t designated to a single person.
Students interested in being 
team captains are required to attend 
the captains meeting at the beginning 
of the season for the sport they will 
be playing. Captains are responsible 
for working with their teams to 
establish practice and game times 
so it doesn’t interfere with their 
schedules. The captains are also 
in charge of communicating with 
Cioletti if there is any kind of issue 
or concern.
“[Intramurals are] just a 
different kind of thing to do on 
campus,” Cioletti said.  “It’s really 
about camaraderie and teamwork 
and giving yourself a break. It’s a 
great way to have fun on campus 
and learn more about what NSU 
has to offer.”
Campus Recreation is also 
hiring offi cials for intramural 
games. Campus Recreation will 
host offi cials clinics to teach 
prospective employees about the 
job. No prior experience is needed 
and students can be an offi cial 
for one intramural sport and still 
participate in another.
Cioletti is also looking forward 
to the upcoming intramurals season.
“I am going to try to bring in 
different things: new sports, new 
special events and things like that so 
that there is a more diverse amount 
of things and to satisfy everyone.”
To register for an intramural 
sport, visit imleagues.com. 
For more information, contact 
Cioletti at ac244@nova.edu or 
call 954-262-7301. 
Below are the dates for this 
semester’s intramural season.
Softball
Registration: Aug. 18-Sept. 2
Captain’s Meeting: Sept. 4
Season Starts: Sept. 8
Volleyball
Registration: Sept. 15- Oct. 14
Captain’s Meeting: Oct. 16
Season Starts: Oct. 20
Flag Football
Registration: Sept. 15-Oct. 14
Captain’s Meeting: Oct. 16
Season Starts: Oct. 20 
Racquetball Tournament
Registration: Sept. 8-23
Tournament Starts: Sept. 25
Golf Tournament
Registration: Sept. 15-Oct. 15
Tournament Starts: Oct. 18
Preseason Flag Football Tournament
Registration: Sept. 15- Oct. 13
Tournament: Oct. 15-16
3 on 3 Basketball Tournament
Registration: Oct. 27-Nov. 6
Tournament Dates: Nov. 10-12
Dodgeball Tournament
Registration: Sept. 30-Oct. 31
Tournament Dates: Nov. 4-5
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GONE, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN:
REMEMBERING ROBIN WILLIAMS’
BEST MOMENTS
By: Destinee A. Hughes
Robin Williams, a household 
name that brings cheerful memories 
to all ages. Whether he was playing 
an out-of-this-world alien on “Mork 
& Mindy,” a quirky, innovative 
scientist in “Flubber,” or a loving 
robot in “Bicentennial Man,” 
Williams always found a way to 
bring a gut-wrenching laugh out of 
anyone. Though he was an active 
actor for over four decades, the 
1990s was a great reminder of how 
limitless his talent was. Here’s a few 
of his best 90s movies:
“Hook” (1991)
Directed by Steven Spielberg, 
“Hook” is arguably one of the best 
adaptions of Peter Pan.  With an all-
star cast including Dustin Hoffman, 
Bob Hoskins and Julia Roberts, this 
classic always reminds us to “think 
happy thoughts.” When Captain 
Hook, played by Hoffman, kidnaps 
Peter’s children, Peter must fi nd his 
inner child to defeat Hook. With the 
help of the Lost Boys and Tinkerbell, 
played by Julia Roberts, Captain 
Hook stands no chance against the 
invincible Peter Pan. 
“Aladdin”
Who can forget the jubilant 
personality of Genie in this Disney 
classic? Genie, played by Williams, 
was undeniably one of the most 
memorable characters in this movie. 
His enviable shape-shifting abilities, 
classic sing-a-long songs and loyalty 
to Aladdin certainly made him one 
of a kind. Improvising the majority 
of his lines not only showed how 
versatile his talent was, but also 
proved that Aladdin, in fact, “Ain’t 
never had a friend like him.”
“Mrs. Doubtfi re” (1993)
After a bitter divorce leaves 
Daniel Hillard in a severe custody 
battle, he goes to extreme measures 
to fi nd a way to spend time with his 
children. After learning that his ex-
wife intends to hire a nanny to help 
with the children, Daniel disguises 
himself as a middle-aged woman 
and acquires the job. Williams 
provides water-eyed laughs, tear-
jerking family moments and gives a 
new meaning to the terms “scheming 
and conniving.” Mrs. Doubtfi re is a 
reminder of how far a father’s love 
for his children will go.
“Jumanji” (1995)
A single rolling of dice traps 
Alan Parish, played by Williams in 
a jungle inspired game for 26 years. 
Decade’s later siblings Sarah, played 
by Kirsten Dunst, and Peter, played 
by Bradley Peirce, discover the 
game in an old attic, releasing Alan, 
along with many other wild animals. 
Between the monkeys driving police 
cars, the rhinos running rampant 
down the street and the lethally keen 
hunter played by Jonathan Hyde, this 
movie changed the way we looked at 
board games forever. 
“Good Will Hunting” (1997)
Williams plays an inspirational 
therapist Sean Maguire who helps 
Will Hunting, played by Matt 
Damon, overcome his troubled past. 
Will, an unrecognized genius and 
janitor at MIT, fi nds himself stuck 
between a rock and a hard place 
when he is given the ultimatum of 
jail or therapy sessions. When Will 
chooses therapy, Sean helps him 
realize that he doesn’t have to let his 
troubled past affect his future. 
Although Williams is gone, he 
will never be forgotten. Whether 
we’re “thinking happy thoughts” 
with him in “Hook,” or wishing 
to have a “friend like him” in 
“Aladdin,” his classic movies and 
bubbly personality will always hold 
a special place in our hearts.
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Safe havens for the gluten-sensitive
By: Jessica Gonzalez
Victory is your, gluten 
opposers. For those with gluten 
intolerance or a gluten allergy, 
it’s often diffi cult to fi nd food that 
does not contain wheat or any 
other products that may cause a 
dangerous reaction. These hot spots 
close to NSU have items tailored to 
your needs and your appetite.
Your Big Picture Café
4900 University Drive
954-252-5644
yourbigpicturecafe.com
This place is a quaint café with a 
focus on organic items. Step in for 
their gluten-free pizza or gluten-free 
cupcakes, brownies and cookies to 
satisfy your sweet tooth.
Chipotle Mexican Grill
2110 University Drive
954-400-7464
chipotle.com
Hallelujah! Your favorite Mexican 
food hotspot is gluten free. Just 
stay away from the taco shells and 
tortillas. Everything else is gluten-
free so help yourself to a burrito 
bowl, amigo.
Davie Ale House
2080 University Drive
954-236-0062
millersalehouse.com/location/davie-
ale-house
This local grill has gluten-free 
options: Pizza, burgers without the 
gluten-infested bun, steaks minus the 
seasoning, and salads. Just ask for the 
server to hold the dressing and croutons.
Pizza Loft
3514 University Drive
954-916-8880
thepizzaloft.com
This popular pizza and pasta joint 
tucked in the University Park Plaza 
offers a hearty 10-inch pizza and a 
gluten-free penne pasta.
Buca di Beppo
3355 University Drive
954-577-3287
bucadibeppo.com/restaurants/fl/
davie/
Feel free to dress up and go Italian. 
Buca di Beppo offers chicken 
limone, salmon Sorrento, veal or 
chicken marsala, and antipasto or 
apple gorgonzola salad, all without 
the villainous gluten.
Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt
4900 University Drive
954-680-6499
menchies .com/f rozen-yogur t -
shops/frozen-yogurt-davie-at-
university-drive-fl
At this popular self-serve frozen 
yogurt shop, keep your eye out for 
the little gluten-free symbol.  Most 
all of the frozen yogurt will be at your 
pleasure to eat, and You can never 
go wrong with the Live from NY 
cheesecake or Peanut Butter Cup.
BurgerFi
1902 University Drive
954-900-5203
burgerfi .com
This place has gluten-free lettuce 
wraps, hot dogs and fries galore. 
Eat the whole lot; it won’t upset the 
stomach – promise.
Sweetherapy
6947 Stirling Road
754-244-3347
mysweetherapy.com
This place is a cute bakery with sweet 
intentions. Ask for the raspberry 
tiramisu, chocolate cappuccino, 
or the chocolate hazelnut Nutella 
cupcake to enjoy a guilt-free dessert.
Red Mango
2124 University Drive
754-200-5241
redmangousa.com
Have no fear. All of their frozen 
yogurts are made with you gluten-
sensitive individuals in mind.
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NEW WAYS TO PROCRASTINATE
By: Jessica Gonzalez
Fall is looking promising 
with the new programs invading 
TV networks like NBC, ABC and 
FOX. This semester, TV will bring 
you exactly what you need: new 
distractions from your homework and 
other studies. Happy procrastinating!
11. “Galavant” (ABC)
Premiere: To be announced
For those who are fans of 
Broadway and fairytales, this 
comedy musical fairytale will be 
sure to get you laughing, singing and 
forgetting about midterm week. The 
show stars Joshua Sasse as Prince 
Galavant, who goes on a quest to 
save his one true love, played by 
Mallory Jansen, as princes do. This 
can either be a horribly cheesy or a 
surprisingly fantastic musical laugh.
10. “Forever” (ABC)
Premiere: Sept. 23 at 10 p.m.
If you are into science fi ction, 
“Forever” is a good match for you. 
The irony of an immortal medical 
examiner Henry Morgan, played 
by Ioan Gruffudd, who mixes the 
sciences with the supernatural, seems 
like an interesting way to spend your 
homework break.
9. “Stalker” (CBS)
Premiere: Oct. 1 at 10 p.m.
Looking for a terrifying 
thriller? “Stalker” features two 
detectives, played by Dylan 
McDermott and Jack Larsen, who 
specialize in stalking cases for the 
Threat Management Unit in the 
LAPD. This is sure to give you 
a night-time scare between your 
calculus and chemistry homework.
8. “Red Band Society” (FOX)
Premiere: Sept. 17 at 9 p.m.
From the brilliant mind 
of Steven Spielberg, this show 
chronicles stories of young patients 
in a hospital wing. It reminds me 
of “The Breakfast Club,” only with 
a less rebellious cast with varied 
illnesses. Just substitute high school 
for hospital and you’ll be in tears in 
no time. 
7. “Manhattan Love Story” (ABC)
Premiere: Sept. 30 at 8:30 p.m.
This isn’t your average love 
story — not when this show features 
the unfi ltered inner monologues of 
your star actors. The young man 
Peter, played by Jake McDorman, 
and his love interest Dana, played 
by Analeigh Tipton, go about their 
relationship in their own heads 
making for a seemingly hilarious 
new series.
6. “Scorpion” (CBS)
Premiere: Sept. 22 at 9 p.m.
A band of super geniuses 
are recruited to work with the 
government against complex societal 
threats after working outside the law. 
Starring Elyes Gabel, this show 
should make intellectuals and action/
suspense lovers rejoice. 
5. “Selfi e” (ABC)
Premiere: Sept. 30 at 8 p.m.
In a society of a real-world 
disconnect and social media 
takeover, “Selfi e” is the easiest of 
new shows to connect with. Starring 
Karen Gillian, this show dramatizes 
the humorous and extreme corruption 
of one’s image.
4. “Proof” (TNT)
Premiere: To be announced
Jennifer Beals plays an 
intelligent surgeon, who fi nds herself 
wanting to explore supernatural 
occurrences after the loss of her son. 
She becomes obsessed with what lies 
on the other side of death. 
3. “Black-ish” (ABC)
Premiere: Sept. 24 at 9:30 p.m.
Don’t drink water while watching 
this show’s preview because if you’re 
like me, you’ll have water sprayed 
across the fl oor after cackling at 
upper middle-class man Dre Johnson, 
played by Anthony Anderson, as he 
tries to make his kids more “culturally 
identifi able,” aka black.
2. “Gotham” (FOX)
Premiere: Sept. 22 at 8 p.m.
Superhero fans, you’re about 
to get lucky. Featuring many well-
known actors such as Jada Pinkett 
Smith and Ben McKenzie, this 
trailer gave me chills from wrist to 
shoulder, providing the backstory to 
our well-known superhero Batman.
1. “How to Get Away with 
Murder” (ABC)
Premiere: Sept. 25 at 10 p.m.
Law students, professors and 
murder plots — oh my! When a 
criminal defense professor, played 
by Viola Davis, and her law students 
become entangled in a murder plot, 
the university is thrown off kilter — 
as most likely your mind will be by 
this show from Shonda Rhimes of 
“Grey’s Anatomy” fame.
TaKEn bY K. mOROS
“Galavant” prances across TV this fall.
bLOgS.inDiEWiRE.COm
A law professor and her students get involved in a murder.
nYDaiLYnEWS.COm
Get your detective show ﬁ x with “Stalker.”
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GETTING INVOLVED 
IN PERFORMING 
AND VISUAL ARTS
By: Destinee A. Hughes
Dancing isn’t just for dance majors and 
art isn’t just for art majors.
Simply being a NSU student provides 
the opportunity to get involved in performing 
and visual arts. While Farquhar College of 
Arts and Sciences’ Division of Performing 
and Visual Arts (PVA) offers degrees in 
theatre, music, dance and the arts, students 
of any major can get involved in PVA.
This fall, the college is looking for 
actors and singers for upcoming productions 
“Betty’s Summer Vacation” and “Freckleface 
Strawberry: The Musical.” Students can 
audition for all the theater and music 
productions for the fall semester on Aug. 28. 
from 4 to 7 p.m. at the Black Box Theatre in 
the UC. Auditions are open to undergraduate 
and graduate students, faculty and staff.
PVA also hosts concerts, art exhibitions 
and more. Some of the events that students 
were able to participate in last year were 
arts exhibits, musical performances like 
Broadway Bash, Dance Works, Novapool 
Dance Project, the play “Everyman” and 
Peace: A Holiday Concert.
Kristy Smeriglio, master of arts in 
Writing student, performed in last year’s 
National Water Dance and Festival of 
Student Works. She said getting involved not 
only helped her stay in shape but also gave 
her the opportunity to meet new people.
“It gave me all sorts of connections,” 
Smeriglio said. “I made new friends met new 
teachers and got guidance from people who 
are a part of the arts at our school.”
Getting involved in PVA activities can 
benefit students by helping them develop 
new skills.
“The arts can help students learn 
collaborative skills and communicative 
skills, because PVA is the only area in which 
students can do their projects and present 
it in front of a live audience,” said Mark 
Duncan, assistant director of PVA.
Duncan said students have the option of 
working behind the scenes with production 
staff to receive a passing credit for a class.
Bill Adams, associate professor and 
coordinator for PVA said, “Working behind 
the scenes can benefit students in many 
ways; students learn about production and 
also learn how to utilize basic skills, such as 
math, in real-life situations.”
Besides performances, PVA has many 
classes that all students can get involved in, 
including classes. One of the most popular 
classes taught by Duncan is Comedy and 
Improvisation. This course introduces 
students to the basic techniques of 
improvisational theaters, sketch and stand-
up comedy.
“Comedy Improv one of the most 
popular classes on campus that I teach,” 
says Duncan. “Students learn improvisation 
of comedy styles and also learn how to write 
scripts, which can be used as a gateway to 
the theater or acting world.”
Other popular classes include Ballet, 
Jazz I, Acting and Beginning Voice, Technical 
Theater, Audition Techniques and World 
Dance, all of which can be taken year round.
To get started, students can find 
information about auditions by stopping 
by the main office in the Performing Arts 
Wing, located on the third floor of the Don 
Taft University Center, and speaking with 
the staff like junior communication studies 
major Alex Nunez did.
“I went to the main office of the 
PVA and asked a few questions, gaining 
information and intel, so I can have an idea 
to how to get involved in performing arts,” 
said Nunez, who performed in last year’s 
Broadway Bash.
Smeriglio auditioned for National Water 
Dance in the winter 2014 semester.
“I was super nervous because I’ve never 
really done a dance audition before; I’ve 
auditioned for theater but never dance. The 
teacher was very welcoming and welcomed 
me as if I were a [dance] major.”
Nunez said the advice he would give 
students is to get involved in PVA activitives, 
regardless of their major.
“What you learn about yourself is how 
expressive you are. In real life situations, 
you have to be in front of people. You have 
to talk in front of people, whether you’re a 
doctor, lawyer or whatever,” Nunez said. 
“So, the advice I would give to people is to 
give it a try, maybe one semester. See if you 
like it.”
For more information about getting 
involved in PVA, contact the office of 
Performing and Visual arts at 954- 262-7620.
TaKEn bY K. mOROS
Kristy Smeriglio, second-year master’s in writing student, fourth from the right, 
participates in last year’s National Water Dance.
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KENDALL 
JONES: THE 
HUNTING 
CHEERLEADER
By: Destinee A. Hughes
There are not many people that 
I dislike in this world, but if I had to 
choose, Kendall Jones would be at 
the top of my list. 
Jones is a Texas Tech 
University cheerleader who has a 
deep passion for hunting. Though 
I have no issues at all with how 
people spend their free time, I do 
however, have an issue with people 
who hunt and kill endangered 
animals for fun. According to her 
Facebook, Jones has had a yearning 
for hunting since a very young age. 
“I took my first trip to Zimbabwe 
in Africa with my family in 2004 
(age nine) and watched my dad 
bring many animals home,” she 
said. “As badly as I wanted to shoot 
something, I was just too small.” 
Unfortunately, she didn’t stay 
“small” for long, because once she 
got older, handling guns became the 
least of her worries. 
With hopes of landing a reality 
TV show, Jones proudly hunts 
wildlife in Africa, and justifies her 
reasoning by saying that she is a 
conservationist, comparing herself to 
former president, Teddy Roosevelt. 
Jones defends her behavior by saying 
that hunters pay large amounts of 
money to hunt exotic animals, then 
the money goes to local villages or 
local wildlife conservations. For 
example, Jones participated in a 
“green hunt” of a rhino, meaning that 
the rhino was immobilized in order 
to draw blood for testing and other 
procedures, such as micro-chipping 
and DNA profiling.
Though her intentions may 
be harmless, her actions prove 
otherwise. It would have been 
more helpful to simply give the 
villagers the necessities that they 
need, or directly give the wildlife 
conservations the money, rather than 
paying thousands of dollars to hunt 
and kill endangered animals. For 
aFRCagEOgRaphiC.COm
Hunter Kendall Jones stands with a lion she killed. Jones claims that hunting helps 
conservation efforts.
someone who labels themselves a 
conservationist, I find it ironic that 
she feels the only way to conserve 
the earth is to take away from it.
Thankfully, I am not the only 
person who feels that what she is 
doing is wrong; Jones has received 
a significant amount of negative 
backlash on all of her social media 
sites. But these comments haven’t 
stopped her from boastfully posing 
with her captured prey. Photos of 
Jones proudly standing atop a lion, 
brashly smiling while hugging a 
leopard and mockingly hovering 
over a rhino are all reasons 
Facebook users have gone to 
extreme measures to take matters 
into their own hands. There are 
several petitions circulating the 
internet to help raise awareness of 
the harm Jones is causing for these 
helpless animals, including petitions 
to ban her visitation rights in Africa 
and remove her Facebook page. 
Some users feel so strongly about 
the situation that they’ve created a 
“Kill Kendall Jones” page. Though 
I don’t agree with the creation of 
that page, I completely understand 
why many people, including “Real 
Housewives of Miami” reality 
star Joanna Krupa, are completely 
disgusted with her. As Krupa said, 
“You don’t have to be an animal 
lover to look at these photos and see 
what she’s doing is wrong, and if 
she does get a [reality] show, what is 
it going to be about? Showing how 
to kill these beautiful creatures?”
I find nothing humane about 
shooting helpless animals whose 
populations are already depleting due 
to poachers and destroyed habitats. 
The only understandable situation in 
which an animal should be harmed is 
if it poses a deadly threat, and from 
the looks of it, Jones is the only one 
causing harm in this situation. Jones 
is using the advantage of her wealth 
to the disadvantage of innocent 
animals; she’s simply killing because 
she can afford to.
WHEN WILL 
CHANGE COME?
By: Tiffany Smith
When people are seen waiting at 
the bus stop, it’s easy to think that (a) 
They’re broke, (b) They have no other 
way of getting to their destination, 
or (c) They want to ride the bus for 
some absurd reason. The real answer 
lies somewhere between (a) and 
(b), but certainly not (c) because in 
Broward County, there’s no reason 
anyone would want to suffer through 
bumpy, unpredictable bus rides unless 
they had to. Everyone dreams of the 
luxuries that their cars have to offer, 
such as proper air circulation, adequate 
cleanliness, and flexibility…precisely 
everything that public transportation 
lacks. A proper transportation system is 
supposed to provide a valuable service 
that saves students money and reduces 
traffic congestion.  
According to Broward County 
Transit (BCT), there are 292 fixed 
route buses, 28 express buses and 
78 community buses that cover 
19 cities, and serve approximately 
125,000 passengers on a daily basis. 
Based on data from the United States 
Census Bureau, as of 2012 the total 
population in Broward County was 
1,838,844, which means the public 
buses serve less than ten percent of 
the county’s population each day. 
This low percentage of bus riders 
suggests that there may be a few 
major faults with this service that 
have convinced most people not to 
ride the bus.
I have noticed some of these 
flaws are evident before even getting 
on the bus. For starters, most bus 
stops, which consist of faded signs 
and green benches, are stationed 
on the pavement where it’s often 
splattered with a mixture of dried 
gum and mold. Worse still, some bus 
stops sit lopsidedly in the middle of 
the grass. You shouldn’t have to walk 
across the road from civilization 
into the wilderness, stumble through 
overgrown grass and weeds, and fear 
an ambush by mosquitoes just to get 
to the bus stop. It’s not the jungle. It’s 
South Florida. 
Neither should you have to 
shiver in the pouring rain or stand 
in the middle of a deep puddle 
because there’s no shelter. This is not 
how people should start swimming 
lessons. Currently, BCT reports a 
total of 4,518 designated bus stops, 
but only 877 bus shelters. 
 In addition to these setbacks, 
there’s also the worrisome matter of 
when the bus will arrive. It’s hard 
to predict whether it will sail round 
the corner within good time, whizz 
past the bus stop 7 minutes early, or 
suddenly break down in the distance. 
Whatever happens, if you miss the 
bus, then it’s at least another 20 
minute wait until the next one. 
By the time you actually get on 
the bus, that’s another story within 
itself. The lack of cleanliness is 
quite evident at times, in the air 
just as much as everywhere else. 
Whether it be walking on the 
sandy floor peppered with dirt, 
sidestepping empty water bottles, 
or holding my breath as long as 
possible to avoid the acrid smells 
that tend to linger in the air, 
personal experience has taught me 
that hygiene is not a commonality 
to be found on public buses.   
In May 2014, the local Fox 
station WSVN reported frequent 
sightings of cockroaches on Broward 
buses, which didn’t sit well with 
passengers, who filed a total of 23 
complaints with BCT as early as 
January, but received no responsive 
action. I can imagine that having 
a cockroach hitch a lift on your 
backpack or sit peacefully on your 
lap can be quite discomforting. It 
certainly would be a deterrent for 
most passengers, me included. 
Another impediment is the 
obstruction of view due to the large 
advertisements that cover the bus. It 
may not seem like a problem at first, 
but at nighttime, when the lights are 
on inside, it’s very difficult to see 
where the bus is going, so passengers 
can’t tell how far away they are from 
their respective stops or if they have 
already passed them. 
Despite all of these 
complications, people should have 
every reason to want to ride the 
bus, mainly because it saves money. 
According to the U.S. Department 
of Transportation Federal Highway 
Administration, transportation is 
“the second largest expense for 
most households,” consuming 25% 
of household income. What with 
monthly car payments and high 
insurance, operating a vehicle can 
take a hefty chunk out of a college 
student’s tight budget. If the public 
transit system provided adequate 
service for passengers, it would most 
likely encourage more people to ride 
the bus, and, in turn, this funding 
would support the use of additional 
buses and possibly an increase in 
other modes of public transportation, 
like high speed trains. It’s not enough 
to have the Tri-Rail, South Florida’s 
commuter train, chugging along 
like it’s just come out of retirement, 
and no amount of advertising is 
going to convince me that this train 
singlehandedly suffices in such a 
bustling region. 
In the past, both Governors Jeb 
Bush and Rick Scott turned down 
funding to set up a high speed train, 
despite fervent opposition. Imagine 
what Florida would be like if these 
trains were operating in conjunction 
to an active bus system. Then, 
Broward County Transit would be a 
force to reckon with.  
Utilizing public transportation 
works wonders as it protects the 
environment just as much as it does 
the change in students’ pockets. 
With more fuel efficient buses in 
operation, there wouldn’t be so 
much traffic congestion, which only 
frustrates drivers and forces them to 
spend additional time traveling to 
their destinations.  But all of these 
golden advantages are clouded by 
flaws that Broward County Transit 
has yet to fix. If transportation can 
work in cities like New York City 
and Seattle, what’s stopping it from 
working here?
Opinions
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ADOPT, DON’T SHOP
By: Nicole Cocuy
With their naturally sweet 
disposition and ingrained sense of 
loyalty, pets are long-term sources of 
companionship, joy and moral support. 
Regardless of breed or species, pets fi ll 
in the missing pieces of our households, 
our families and our hearts. 
Still, the decision to introduce a 
new addition to your family, particularly 
a dog or cat, is a potentially life-altering 
one that should not begin with a 
spontaneous trip to a local pet store. 
The palm-sized, indistinguishable balls 
of fur sold in pet stores are almost too 
irresistible, but before you swipe your 
credit card and dish out hundreds, even 
thousands, of dollars for your new four-
legged companion, do yourself a favor 
and check out a local animal shelter.
The ease of which you can 
enter a pet store and purchase a new 
companion certainly refutes The 
Beatles’ claim that “Money can’t buy 
me love.” However, the popular lyric 
should be replaced with “shouldn’t.” 
Adopting animals from shelters, rather 
than buying them from pet stores, is the 
best option available for you, for your 
pet, and for the community. 
Choosing to adopt a pet is 
choosing to change another living 
creature’s life indefi nitely. Animal 
shelters are fi lled with poor pets whose 
owners abused them, neglected them, 
or simply could not take care of them. 
The worst part is that these heartbroken 
animals are completely unaware that 
their owners, for the most part, will not 
return for them. Instead, they assume 
that their current status is a temporary 
punishment for their bad behavior 
and that their previous owners will 
eventually retrieve them. All living 
creatures, regardless of age, appearance 
or temperament, deserve to be treated 
with respect. These animals deserve a 
second chance to fi nd a proper family 
that can open up their hearts and 
reciprocate the pet’s love. 
Not only does adopting from a 
shelter drastically change your new 
pet’s life but it could also potentially 
save the life of another animal. While 
no-kill shelters, shelters that only 
euthanize animals that are terminally 
ill or dangerous, are becoming 
increasingly common, there are still 
shelters that start to euthanize adoptable 
animals if the shelter is full. Even then, 
if a no-kill shelter is at max capacity, 
they have no option but to put potential 
pets back on the street. Adopting from 
a shelter helps shelters open up room 
for another pet that might otherwise be 
turned away or killed.
The best part about shelter 
animals, particularly dogs and cats, is 
that they are already at least partially, 
if not completely, housebroken. While 
some prefer to start from scratch 
with a toy-sized bundle of energy 
and distractibility, adopting a pet that 
already has a foundation of good 
behavior versus bad behavior certainly 
eases the process. Training a pet, 
especially a dog, is a huge responsibility 
and is probably the most rigorous, 
diffi cult part about being a pet owner. A 
pet without any previous experience or 
knowledge could take months to train. 
The training process for a previously 
owned pet, on the other hand, usually 
takes a couple weeks. 
Adding a new member to 
your family is a major decision 
but where your fi nd your new pet 
should be an easy one. Don’t spend 
hundreds of dollars for a pet without 
any previous training or veterinary 
attention. Adopting a pet from a 
shelter for a tenth of the price — 
which covers all necessary shots and 
veterinary procedures in addition to 
the shelter’s facilities — is always 
the correct choice.
hUmanESOCiETY.COm
If you are making the decision to add a pet into your family, your local animal shelter should be your ﬁ rst stop.
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